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Senior Classical Guitar Ensemble Senior Concert Band

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
 
Welcome to Issue 71 of Melville Matters. Term 4 proves to be very busy for staff and students with 
course completion, exams, reports, carnivals, graduations and exhibitions to cram into an already 
crowded schedule. There have been plenty of great things happening in our school since the last 
Melville Matters edition, backed up by yet another action packed edition of our school magazine.

Perhaps the most significant events were the farewell activities for our Year 12 students, after five 
successful years at Melville SHS and twelve years of education. As expected with Melville students, 
the class of 2017 have made us all proud with their attitude, behaviour and results to date. On their 
second last day at school, the Year 12s, in what has become a tradition, conducted a fast and funny 
fancy dress fashion review. This was followed on Friday 22 September with a poignant but witty and 
well-behaved breakfast. This culminated for the whole school with the farewell assembly, where our 
school Head Boy and Head Girl, Ben Hopkinson and Isha Sai, gave a great farewell speech that set the 
tone for a last morning tea with their parents and friends.

There are many things for which the class of 2017 can be proud, but it was fitting that their parting 
gift to themselves and the school was achieving 97% graduation (under a new measure of success, 
including OLNA) and 100% Attainment (i.e. a predicted ATAR of 55 plus and/or a Certificate 2 or 
more). We also think that over 20% of our graduating Class of 2017 will receive a SCSA Certificate of 
Distinction or Merit for their school bases achievement and that over 15% of ATAR students will get an 
ATAR between 95–99 with three students predicted to get an ATAR of 99+! I would like to congratulate 
the students for completing their WACE successfully and thank the teaching staff at Melville SHS for 
helping make this happen.

Celebrating the 2017 graduation was one of a number of themes at the school’s Valedictory evening, 
held at the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church on Thursday 26 October. It was especially pleasing to 
acknowledge Mikael Setiaputra as our ATAR (academic) and Tyree Douglass as the VET Dux. Each 
of these students were worthy winners in a field crowded with academic, sporting, cultural and civic 
talent. By the time you read this the WACE (and indeed Year 8, 9, 10 and 11) exams will be in full swing, 
if not finished and I wish the class of 2017 (and the rest of the school) the best of luck in their exams.

I would also like to congratulate the inter-school athletics team, for their outstanding performance 
in placing second in the A Division inter-school carnival, which makes us the second best athletics 
school in the public system! In addition to placing second, Melville won the Meritorious Shield, which 
is awarded to the school scoring the most number of points compared to their student population. 
Our team had one age group champion girl and four age group champion girl or boy runners up 
(see details in the separate article on the Inter-school Athletics). A great effort and credit to the school 
coaching staff, led by Ms Kylee Coonan.

After a one week break at the completion of their Year 11 exams, on Monday 20 November the 
ATAR students start the Year 12 learning and teaching program which will run until the end of week 9 
(Friday December 8). By doing this we gain an additional three weeks of Year 12  course work. For this 
program to be of benefit it is essential for the ATAR students involved to attend school over this three 
week period. Parents can assist us by ensuring that their child, if studying an ATAR program, comes 
to school as per normal. If they don’t they will miss three weeks of Year 12, which will almost certainly 
place their prospects of achievement at risk.
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Congratulations are in order for Mr Josh Barker (Year 8 Coordinator) who was recently voted, in a 
state wide online ballot, as the winner of the People’s Choice Award as part of the WA Education 
Awards. It should also be noted that Melville SHS has been nominated for the second time in two 
years as a finalist in the WA Secondary School of the Year Award and that Ms Kristy McKay is a finalist 
in the WA Beginning Teacher of the Year Award. While we won’t know if we have won these two 
awards until the gala dinner on Friday 24 November, we believe being selected as a finalist is an 
achievement in itself and congratulate both the school in general and Ms McKay in particular for 
reaching the finals. Fingers crossed.

Finally, anyone who has visited the school in the last week or so will have noticed that the whole 
school administrative team is now co-located with Student Services. This shift has been necessary to 
allow work to commence on the self-funded upgrade to our Administrative Centre due to commence 
soon and be completed in term 2 2018. While it feels a bit like we are camping with boxes and 
bodies everywhere (16 of us are crammed into the Student Services Centre) the student services 
team have made us feel very welcome and we will manage well and without having any impact on 
the great service we always aim to provide our parent and student community.

Kind regards
Phillip White AM, RFD, BA, Grad Dip Ed, Med (Man), psc
Principal

LAST DAYS FOR YEAR 12

Our Year 12 cohort are finishing their final exams as this issue goes to print. We hope it all went well. 
The next few pages are dedicated to their last weeks after five years at Melville SHS.

The Year 12 Coordinator Ms Sandy Olney Thurstun has done a fabulous job (as she has done for 
many years). She managing pre-exam nerves, organised graduation activities and coordinated the 
Valedictory night.

The final days of last term included the annual fancy-dress fashion parade. The dress-ups were better 
than ever and allowed the students to finish their time at Melville on a real high, as can be seen in 
the pictures on the right. On the very last morning, the students had the Farewell Year 12 breakfast, 
where staff cooked and served Breakfast for the students and announced their final fun certificates. 
Student photos from five years ago and all years in-between were on display. There was then a 
moving graduation whole-of-school assembly and morning tea.

The Valedictory Ceremony, held this term, was a proud and teary moment for students and parents 
(also teachers!).

The awards are outlined over the next three pages and photos by Academy can be viewed online 
here: ios.academyphoto.com.au.
Use the 8 digit shoot key as below:
Awards: 5XMLN4QT Individuals: CZ49ZB56        Groups: 5BYFYGY6        Roaming: U7UC3KEX

Alternatively please call our office on 9248 1263 to place your order.
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VALEDICTORY NIGHT 

In week 3, our class of 2017 graduated from 
high school in a fantastic formal ceremony at the 
Mount Pleasant Baptist church. The many award 
winners are listed below.

Course Awards 
Arts and Technologies
Certificate II in Visual Arts    
Claire Domasz
Visual Arts: General     
Lily Hutchinson and Chloe Schmidt
Visual Arts: ATAR     
Hannan Dempsey
Certificate II Dance    
Joseline Yirankunda   
Certificate II Live Production   
Kathryn Thorpe     
Design Graphics: General   
Alana Hargreaves
Design Graphics: ATAR    
Claire Domasz
Media Production & Analysis: ATAR   
Noran Elwafai
Certificate III in Screen and Media  
Alexander Spalding
Music: ATAR      
James Calvert
Certificate III in Music Industry   
Jack Curran
Applied Information Technology: General 
Kaleb Farrell
Applied Information Technology: ATAR  
Emily Wood
Food Science and Technology : General 
Chloe Schmidt
Building and Construction: General  
Leighton Harry
Materials Design Technology Wood: General 
Andrew Blanchard
Materials Design Technology Metals: General  
Andrew Blanchard
Design Technical: General   
Andrew Blanchard and Campbell Marley
Certificate II in Engineering Pathways  
Kahutia McGrath

English
English: General    
Lily Hutchinson
English: ATAR     
Hannan Dempsey
Literature: ATAR     
Mathilde Wurm
English as an Additional Language: General 
Dominic Ulep
English as an Additional Language: ATAR 
Mahmoud Abumarzouq

Health and Physical Education
Health Studies: General   
Waverley Burling
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Health Studies: ATAR   
Gemma Richardson
Physical Education: General  
James Hall
Physical Education Studies: ATAR 
Alyssa Davies
Certificate II Sport Coaching  
Sophia Matier
Certificate II Outdoor Education 
Olivia Kerr

Vocational Pathway Program
Career and Enterprise: General  
Liam Dunscombe
Workplace Learning: General (VPP) 
Rebecca Maynard

Mathematics
Mathematics Essential: General  
Marisa Gardiner
Mathematics Applications: ATAR 
Sophia Sunthang
Mathematics Methods: ATAR  
Mikael Setiaputra
Mathematics Specialist: ATAR 
Mikael Setiaputra

Science
Aviation: General   
Scott Morgan
Biology: ATAR    
Gemma Richardson
Human Biology: ATAR   
Alyssa Davies
Chemistry: ATAR   
Mikael Setiaputra
Physics: ATAR    
Mikael Setiaputra   
Integrated Science: General   
Lucy de Dulin

Languages
Chinese Background Language: ATAR 
Gia Hue Vuong
Chinese First Language: ATAR  
Huaiyuan Liu    

Humanities and Social Sciences
Economics: ATAR   
Matthew Murphy
Modern History: ATAR   
Amberley Evans
Politics and Law: ATAR   
Dario Osti
Accounting and Finance: ATAR  
Gemma Richardson
Geography: ATAR   
Georgia Woodall
Certificate llI Business   
Kaleb Farrell

Congratulations 
To all our 

2017
Graduates

and good luck in 
your exams

Successful
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SPECIAL AWARDS

Sam Hurst Memorial Award for Best Sportsman  Terence Kelly
Sam Hurst Memorial Award for Best Sportswoman Waverley Burling
Male Sports Person of the Year    James Gallaugher 
Female Sports Person of the Year   Megan Hooper
P & C Citizenship Award    Isha Sai
Caltex All-rounder Award    James Calvert
ADF Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award Madlin Herold
Cultural Award      Hannan Dempsey
Murdoch University Gifted and Talented:
-  Academic Excellence Award    Mikael Setiaputra
-  Ambassador Award     Amberley Evans
Curtin University Principal’s Recommendation Award Godfrey Huen
- Personal Excellence Award    Huey Ee Chow
Edith Cowan University Scholarship   Dario Osti

Certificate of Merit: 
Hannan Dempsey, Claire Domasz, Noran Elwafai, Megan Everitt, Chiara Fluri, 
Adriana Gonzalez, James Hall, Bariq Harb, Leighton Harry, Jordan Lukan, 
Scott Morgan, Dario Osti, Mikael Setiaputra, Sophia Sunthang, Morgan 
Ure, Gia Hue Vuong, Isabella Wendt, Ashley Wilson, Emily Wood, Georgia 
Woodall, Mathilde Wurm, Yixiao Zhan
Certificate of Distinction
Mahmoud Abumarzouq, Josh Bluntschli, Huey Ee Chow, Amberley Evans, 
Damian Gregory, Madlin Herold, Ben Hopkinson, Godfrey Huen, Pui Man  
Lai, Matthew Murphy, Quynh Mai Anh Nguyen, Gemma Richardson, Louis 
Richardson

Dux VET Tyree Douglass                          Dux ATAR Mikael Setiaputra
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MR POPULARITY - WONDERFUL MR BARKER

After receiving hundreds of messages of thanks and appreciation from parents, students 
and the community for teachers and staff in public schools, one teacher has been voted The 
People’s Pick for 2017, our very own Mr Josh Barker. Mr Barker is a popular maths teacher, 
sometimes not a subject that everyone finds fun. He is also the Year 8 Coordinator and knows 
this year group like the back of his hand. Mr Barker (pictured in the centre celebrating below) 
won a $1000 Modern Teaching Aids voucher for the school.

He was recognised by his Year 9 student Dean Morris who wrote a poem about “super 
inventive” Mr Barker and the clever message of appreciation caught the attention of the voting 
public. People across Western Australia were asked to share messages of appreciation on the 
Department of Education’s Facebook page as, a prelude to the WA Education Awards 2017 
and to celebrate World Teachers’ Day. The public then voted for their favourite message to 
decide on The People’s Pick.

Here’s how Dean describes Mr Barker:
I would like for once to be the marker
and nominate my maths teacher, Mr Barker.
He is always so happy to help, patient and attentive.
Mr Barker is super inventive!
When we learn new concepts and need extra support
he creates awesome maths videos on YouTube, 
making sure we all get better marks on our report.
He uses text books, slides and his hand written notes,
which is a good reason for getting your votes.
We get proper revision sheets before every test.
It makes us better students, definitely above the rest.
He is interesting and makes maths fun.
Please vote for Mr Barker, he is the one!

Other Melville SHS Teachers Nominated
Rhian Bilclough
 “Rhian has been an absolute inspiration for dedicated teachers! Rhian commits to the learning 
of every single student she has and is always up for a challenge. Rhian is someone where 
teaching comes naturally to them and it is displayed in her work, this passion is then rubbed 
off onto her students. I sincerely hope that Rhian Bilcolugh is considered for this award.” - 
Kaleb Farrell
 “I have choosen this teacher because she is fantastic with students.” - Jennifer Lindley
 
Madison Dimitroff
“Because of you I enjoy Maths. I like your teaching methods.” - Ashton Smith

Alanna Sherwood
“She is really friendly and a great role model” - Kady Sherwood
 
Kristy McKay
“Kristy shows dedication to delivering lessons that are well researched and presented 
enthusiastically with suitable modern technology across a variety of Science subjects. In 
addition Kristy has become involved with initiatives that extend the scope of her department.” 
- Francis Turner           
                Cont’d

Successful
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Randall Brink
 “When you began teaching us in Year 8, I absolutely fell in love with Aviation. You sparked my love 
for flying and I was determined to find a career in Aviation. Almost two years later, I still recognise 
how much you’ve influenced my life and my motivation to reach for the sky. With the help of the Air 
Force cadets I am determined to be the best damn fighter pilot who’s ever stepped foot in the RAAF.” 
- Shayla Trautman 

Phillip White
“I have chosen him because he always puts everyone else first before himself.” - Jennifer Lindley
 
Lev Vykopal
“Thank you Lev Vykopal! You are a passionate teacher who does a remarkable job educating your 
students. You work tirelessly to provide engaging, real life experiences for your students to participate 
in, giving up breaks and free time to support them. As a result the work the students produce is 
outstanding. Constant, thorough feedback is provided to parents about their child’s progress. Most 
importantly, you encourage your students to use initiative, take risks, solve problems, think outside the 
square, think critically and to be adaptable, instilling them with important life skills that prepare them 
for a successful future. You are a credit to teaching!” - Anna Di Giorgio

STEM
Science Technology Engineering and Maths

2017 EV Challenge Team Delivers A Class Victory for Melville SHS
A dedicated team of Melville Senior High School students, encouraged by Design and Technology 
teachers Mr Dion Manby, and Mr Greg Allin, have once again dominated the Electronic Vehicle 
Challenge. The team designed and built the shiny silver Highway Star after school for four months, 
ready for race day on Saturday 4th of November. The students learnt design techniques, core metal 
work, electrical and wiring skills.

The innovative vehicle went on to win the A Class race by driving further than all others in the one hour 
time limit. The car was also awarded the best design on the day. Part of the team was last year’s winning 
driver and 2016 graduate Darcy Harry, who helped with the build and encouraged and mentored the 
students on the day.

Head of the Art and Technologies learning area, Mr David Anderson said “the event is a great activity, 
as it’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths), it’s cross-curricular, it’s fun and we won! EV 
is a team challenge and our results this year showcase the best of that.”

Successful
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Melville Team awards:
In Class A (for school teams with students up to Year 10) we achieved the following results:
• 2017 EV Challenge – overall A Class winner; first place A Class for most laps completed in a one 

hour period in new vehicle Highway Star.
• 2017 EV Challenge ECU Design Award – awarded by ECU scrutineers for most innovative, 

effective and efficient design for new vehicle Highway Star.
• 2017 Top Junior School Team – team award for excellence in team work and collaboration 

in the garage and pits (Our B & C Class teams also returned commendable results in highly 
competitive fields).

• Class B (for school teams with students up to Year 12) – fifth place in a very close field.
• Class C (for private, corporate and tertiary teams) – fourth place with alumni driver Darcy Harry 

representing Melville SHS driving Speedy.

Coding 
Have you ever wondered how computers can sort names into alphabetical order? This question 
has been tackled by the Year 7 Gifted and Talented class. In finding out, students learnt how the 
concepts of mathematics and algorithms are applied to computer coding.

Once the general principles were understood, Maths teacher Mr Andrews and Mrs Byrne, who is 
a highly valued volunteer, took the students onto the oval to put the algorithm into practice using 
themselves as data. Students were lined up in random order and had to arrange themselves into 
alphabetical order using the same method that computers use.

After a little practice everybody succeeded. The project was both enjoyable and educative and all 
students gained a deeper understanding of how Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) are shaping modern society.

Micro:Bits
Science teacher Ms Sara Wood and her Year 7 Gifted and Talented class have been implementing 
great STEM ideas into their class including Micro:bits. The BBC Micro:bit is an inexpensive pocket-
sized computer that you can code, customise and control to bring your digital ideas, games and apps 
to life. As part of our STEM initiatives, students were tasked with coding the device to say words, play 
sounds, and even react to different movements. Tasks such as this, help to ensure students can use 
coding methods, which will be necessary for future jobs upon graduating.

You can code the Micro:bit with visual block-based programming or general-purpose programming 
languages such as JavaScript or Python, making this an ideal tool for this age group. Ms Wood 
attended professional development and implemented the new skill into her class less than 24 hours 
later.

Innovative
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ENGLISH
Word-Wide Winners Once More
In week 4, Melville SHS Gifted and Talented Year 7s were presented with prizes, having won Word 
Mania, the Australia and New Zealand wide word-building competition. More than 400,000 students 
from 3,000 schools in two countries competed, playing 5.3 million Word Mania games and building 
more than 126 million words. 

Winners were presented with their prizes by Nadine Putterill, WA Manager of Literacy Development . 
This is the second year running that the school has won in this age group. Year 7s won two educational 
technology tools: a Wanhao Duplicator Printer and a Hexapod EZ Robot. A trophy was also presented 
to champion word builder from the team Alexander Wong. 

Year 8s also did well and were placed third overall for their year level. They came third in their age group 
and won a trophy and a cheque for $250 for school resources. Compared to their results last year, their 
average game score increased by 109%, and their number of correct words per game increased by 
46%. 

Gifted and Talented English teacher Ms Maddie Jennings encouraged her classes to go the extra mile 
to try to improve on last year. Melville SHS was one of only five schools to make it into the top three for 
two different year levels, and the highest achieving of the three schools to make it into a top three from 
WA.

Word Mania is a word building computer game that involves a variety of literacy skills including phonics, 
word families, rhyming and root words, prefixes and suffixes, spelling, vocabulary, word recognition 
and word knowledge. 

Below left are some of the Year 7 students who stayed up late on the last day of the competition to beat 
the clock. They are Joshua Cabutaje, Syed Aljunied, Alexander Wong, Sarika Aravindan and Jennie 
Widing.

Pia the Poet Writes and Presents
Congratulations to Year 7 student Pia Holt-Owen. Pia (pictured bottom right) had two pieces of Haiku 
poetry entered into the Shorelines Writing Competition in Bunbury in week 3. Participants then must 
present their piece, which goes toward their score. Pia did an amazing job presenting the poetry and 
even did her own artwork for both pieces. 

She won the Haiku Student Section receiving a prize donated from the Bunbury Setagaya Sister Cities 
Committee and was Highly Commended for her Haiku Section receiving an Encouragement Award 
from the South West English Teachers Association.

Book in a Day - The Second Chapter
Congratulations to the Year 9 Book-in-a-Day team who have been shortlisted for an award in the 2017 
Write a Book in a Day competition. The students are invited to an awards evening to announce the 
winners soon. The student finalists were Anushki Kulaksekara, Indra Barnuud, Rachael Burns, Gabrielle 
De Guzman, Elisabeth Camporeale, Eunice Tan, Esther Tan and Taniya Shrimali. The name of their book 
is ‘It Began in Uluru’.

Successful
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AVIATION SPECIALIST PROGRAM

Going Solo with Speed
Year 11 student Stuart Archibald went solo in the school holidays through the Airforce cadets flight 
camp. This is an intensive training week where students get to go solo in the minimum time and the 
flying costs are heavily subsidized by RAAF. Most students need 12 to 16 hours to get their solo licence 
and Stuart did it in a speedy 10.5 hours. He is pictured bottom right.

Diorama Makes it to the Museum
By Dean Morris
After bringing in my dam busters diorama to be marked, my mum was adamant that it was not returning 
home. She said we don’t have enough room for it and Mr Brink was adamant that it is not staying at 
the school - I had to be creative and think outside the box. I decided to stop at the Aviation Heritage 
Museum and offer to donate the diorama. They said that they don’t need any dioramas but I brought 
mine in to show them and they absolutely loved it.

I received an email from the museum manager stating that my diorama is officially unveiled on their 
main exhibition under the Lancaster (item number 2017 – 110). I also prepared a dam-busters video 
for the museum to go with the diorama (and I made sure Melville SHS Aviation is shown on it). They 
said that they might use it too!

I went to have a look when it was unveiled and took some photos with the museum manager Mr John 
Park. It looks awesome. Photo centre.

MATHS
Exploding Dots
In week 1, several of our classes participated in the global math week project Exploding Dots, which 
set a goal of having 1 million students all over the world participate in the same enjoyable maths 
activity. The project helped students understand the theory behind arithmetics and algebra rather than 
resorting to rote learning.

Confident
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GRAPHIC DESIGN MEDIA SPECIALIST PROGRAM
GDM University Link Program 
Term 2 and 3 this year have seen some exceptionally innovative and creative projects that are new 
to the program. As usual, the master classes have formed the core of the learning framework, with 
students meeting and working with industry professionals, both in and out of the school environment. 
This year we also formalised our University Link program with our classes working directly with university 
students at Murdoch.

Students were blessed with not one, but FIVE lecturers from both Curtin and Murdoch Universities, 
who donated their time and expertise in their various fields, often having to find gaps in their own tight 
schedules to visit us. They not only have access to specialist skills but are able to develop an insight into 
post-school pathways. This is critical when it comes to making decisions in Year 10 for ATAR or General 
pathways that lead to course entry. Another strong component to the GDM program is it can links 
into two courses. GDM students have a distinct advantage as they have spent many years developing 
their portfolio structures and presentation, as well as honing their discussion and self analysis skills in 
numerous, sometimes daunting critiques.

It has also been a watershed year for GDM as we see our first graduates complete Year 12, who started 
when the course began in 2013. Teacher in charge, Mr Lev Vykopal, has taught some of these students 
every year since they started! He says that “the GDM cohort becomes like an extended family as you 
get to know the students and parents so well. That’s quite a rarity in teaching. On the plus side you can 
see the fine detail of someone’s development and needs over this time period and that makes it easier 
to guide and help them. On the negative, it’s easy for them to get tired of the sound of the same voice! 
So I need to keep mixing it up, providing new angles of approach and new types of projects for them.

Several of the students from the graduating class are looking outside of the state when it comes to their 
course choices for next year.. with two already applying to Melbourne Universities.

The Five Lecturers
Sarah Elson
Sarah Elson spent several days working with the Year 8 class in Jewellery. Sarah lectures in this subject 
at Curtin. The project, with teacher Mr Angus McLeod, involved the ground breaking use of old and new 
technologies. Students were able to design jewellery using 3D software, print pieces in a soluble wax 
on a 3D printer to then have Sarah cast these their work a lost wax method in the portable furnace she 
brought to school. The theme was to design a ring. 

Justin Randall 
Our Year 9s were able to work with this Curtin University lecturer, who is one of the best known and 
most successful Graphic Novel artists in Australia. Justin demonstrated his techniques in a fun and easy 
to follow workshop incursion that de-mystified a complex process into a series of bite–sized chunks. 
The class is currently working on developing their own graphic novel scripts and storyboards and will 
be developing these over this term. This is capping off a very busy year for the Year 9s, which included 
creature design for film, prosthetic makeup, architecture and music videos.
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Cherish Marrington
In a ground breaking first, our Year 10 class had the option of working with graduate WAAPA costume 
designers or Murdoch Games and Animation lecturers. The class divided roughly in half. Students were 
able to work in both of the one day induction workshops, to help them decide on their option for 
the term. The Fashion workshops were run by Cherish Marrington, who graduated top of her class 
in Costume Design at WAAPA a few years ago. Along with her assistant Lance Kershaw – Ladu (also 
ex- WAAPA), she spent a full day looking at how to adapt visual character costume from script, how to 
source materials and basic sewing and drawing methods. Dividing into groups, the students chose a 
character from Shakespeare’s ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and created a character costume in a five 
hour period. It was an intense introduction to fashion/costume design and the knowledge went into 
their own creations in future weeks. Cherish and Lance visited a few weeks later to critique design 
drawings and help students develop their ideas further.

Brad Power and Simon Allen
Meanwhile, Murdoch head of Games Design Brad Power and Animation Head Simon Allen led a 
workshop on creating components for Game Design. This project was a direct-link project with the 
Murdoch third year Game Design students who designed and constructed a game in groups and 
challenged our students to create content for these games. Game design to some parents may seem 
a frivolous activity, until you take into account that the current turnover from the world games industry 
now far exceeds all film production put together. It is a huge and growing industry. 

It was another first for our students to work directly with university students. One of the third years, 
Alexandra Haynes, came in every week to take a session on the software MAYA. This is a complex 
tool used in the games and animation industries for professional productions. It was hard going, but 
at the end of the term they had produced at least one, and sometimes several usable models. The 
GDM workshop was a very dynamic space in these sessions, with Mr Vykopal floating between students 
confronting problem solving with fabric, sewing machines and hot glue guns to those working out the 
intricacies of high end animation construction software. The learning curve for all was high.

Dr John McMullan
Finally, our classes were again graced with Dr John McMullan, who heads the Murdoch University 
Screen program. John went through lighting and audio techniques with a view to improving on our 
Year 9 and 10 production values. The Year 11s and 12s joined the sessions, as they were in the middle 
of their own final productions.

A really big thank you to all the supporting staff (and students past and present) from Murdoch, Curtin 
and ECU (WAAPA). As this is written, the final film of student work is being prepared for the end of year 
showcase at Murdoch University on December 6. There will be over 400 attending and the evening 
involves the professionals (both university and freelance) who have made the curriculum rich and deep 
for our GDM students. We also wish the best of luck to our graduating students who at some stage, will 
most probably be interviewed by staff they have already met and worked with on their journey through 
GDM.

Innovative
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ATHLETICS ACES

The largest event on our inter-school sports calendar is the A division inter-school athletics carnival. 
This year was our best in memory, with our determined school coming second in A Division behind 
Churchlands SHS, who have over 1000 more students than us. We once again won the Meritorious 
Shield for scoring the most points on the day, based on school size. We did so well because of the 
dedicated coaching by staff and the talented students who made it to training during the year (also 
thanks to their parents).

Athletics WA and School Sport WA officials were very impressed with Melville SHS student behaviour; 
our incredible sprinters who featured in the top three of almost every single 100m race; our relays 
where Year 7, 8 and upper school boys all won their events; our fabulous uniforms; and our sporting 
culture with cheering all day long. 

Highlights of the day included:
• Cody Banks winning his 100m and 200m and running a Personal Best of 11.81sec in the 100m.
• Prince Pommet, another superstar that we are excited to have for the next 5 years.
• Basil Thomas won his 100m and 200m events surging with 30m to go.
• Amir Hazrin slipped at the start of his 100m – and his starts are his best attribute – however he fought 

back and won.
• Emma Beros threw nearly a 1m PB in shot put.
• Anton Blackwell who finished first and second in shot put and discus, after consistently training in 

his throwing events.
• Almost every jumper hit the board this year – Nicole Robson was glowing after her second place 

after six months of training. 
• Marcus Gohrt participated in the long jump at the last minute and won the event. Marcus also filled 

the hurdle event for the team and trained consistently for his high jump event, jumping 1.70m and 
finishing second.

The following athletes spent barely any time in the stadium as their schedules were full: Jo Hart, Daniella 
Titoko, Daniele Wardle, Sophie Calabrese, Prince Pommet, Kyle MacDonald and the list could go on.

Award winners on the day were:
Prince Pommet  Runner up Champion Year 7 
Cody Banks  Runner up Champion Year 8 
Stefanie Porwell Champion Year 9
Daniella Titoko  Runner up Champion Year 10 
Megan Hooper  Runner up Champion Year 12 
James Gallaugher Runner up Champion Year 12 

The Kerr Smith Female Athlete of the meet* - Stefanie Porwell
*The student who goes above and beyond to earn points for team Melville

James Gallaugher Athlete of the Meet** - Basil Thomas. 
** Named in honour of Year 12 student James who has been an outstanding athlete for the last five 
years.

 The A division is made up of mainly large public schools such as Churchlands, Rosmoyne, Willetton, 
Shenton, Carine, John Curtin and Duncraig. We were the second smallest of the schools.
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DOLPHIN WATCH

Dolphin Watch is a fabulous ongoing example of act-belong-commit. Fifty one students 
remained behind after school to complete their Dolphin Watch training in week 3. The 
training was conducted by Marnie Giroud from the Department of Parks and Wildlife. 

At the end of last term there were also six students who represented Melville SHS at the Dolphin Watch 
book launch at Point Walter. Mina Wallis, Reini Tutuki, Filomena Magalhaes, Kinsey Wegermer, Elsa 
Fuentes-Hare and Megan Boyd-Wate read passages of the children’s book Daniel’s Investigation to the 
children attending the Nearer to Nature School Holiday Activity. 

The Dolphin Watch project is a partnership between the Parks and Wildlife River Guardians program and 
Murdoch and Curtin Universities and was instigated to learn more about the community of bottlenose 
dolphins residing in the Swan and Canning Rivers.

Parks and Wildlife, together with Murdoch and Curtin Universities, developed Dolphin Watch as a 
collaborative, citizen science research and education project. The project is a key component of the 
Department’s River Guardians program. Dolphin Watch recognises the importance of dolphins as 
potential indicators of river health and aims to provide better understanding of dolphin ecology and 
their interactions with human activities, to better understand our iconic Riverpark.

Melville Senior High School is the first secondary senior high school in the state to become part of the 
Dolphin Watch team. There are a total of 77 members of the River Guardians Dolphin Watch community 
group at Melville SHS. These 77 members include 26 teachers from every learning area of the school 
and 51 students from all year groups. 

The aim of the program at Melville is threefold. Key initiatives that will be implemented at our school 
under the Dolphin Watch banner include: 
a)  Cross curricular opportunities and curriculum enrichments and application of classroom learning to 
real life experiences.
b)  Instilling a sense of belonging and responsibility in our students as they become active citizens by 
promoting the importance of sustainability and the ecology of the Swan Canning River park and their 
local area.
c)  Supporting our students to become active and valued members of their local community.

Winning Photo
Congratulations to Samuel Brunet de Rochebrune who is a finalist for the Peoples Choice Award held 
during Health Week as part of act-belong-commit. He is photographed in an aircraft.

Mentally Healthy School

NATIONAL WATER WEEK

In week 5 the school celebrated National Water week. Here were some of the 
activities:
• Year 7’s were asked to create a poster outlining ways that we can be more sustainable in our 

water use. Winners of the Year 7 poster competition were Bella Langley, Taige Sullivan and Isabel 
Spry. Students were awarded new reusable drink bottles which were filled with goodies like pens, 
pencils, erasers and chocolates.

• Year 8 students in Miss McKay’s Academic Extension class, in collaboration with Year 11 Geography 
students, made a documentary about how people at Melville SHS use water. They have begun 
interviewing teachers and students and plan to present their documentary in week 8 of this term.
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ALUMNI 
Reunion
Do you know anyone who graduated from Melville High in 1987, 30 Years ago? The Reunion is 
being organised by Kirstie Jones and Margie Hall (nee Wallace). Contact them to get more details:
margiehall@iinet.net.au and kirstiewitchiepoo@gmail.com.
Save the Date: Saturday 9th December from 6pm at The Cottesloe Hotel.

Aviation Alumni
2009 Aviation graduate David Hart is currently working for an airline in the US. He finished his 
training and testing and will be based in Minneapolis, Minnesota flying CRJ aircraft. The photograph 
below was posted on the SkyWest Facebook page a few weeks ago and David is standing far right 
in front of the CRJ.
 
He gained sufficient experience and flight hours over three years while employed at China 
Southern in Merredin and Jandakot to apply for the First Officer role at SkyWest. While working with 
China Southern(CS) he flew as much as possible, instructing Chinese students. Accommodation in 
Merredin was provided so he saved his money, paused from instructing and got his multiengine 
rating and additional hours.  

Dave applied for the first officer role with SkyWest in April having achieved the required flying hours 
and certifications while at CS. He was interviewed via Skype by two captains for two hours from 
midnight. Following that interview, David was invited to the USA to train. He arrived in July to Salt 
Lake City where he was accommodated with other pilots at a hotel near the airport. He attended 
ground school, passed other FAA tests, many hours training in the SIM at all hours (these machines 
are used 24 hours a day.) more examinations and finally occupied the jump seat to observe. The 
training was gruelling and while most pilots made it through, some did not.  Now he’s settling in 
Minneapolis, anticipating his first flight as a first officer with a “training captain” on a flight with 
passengers.

20016 graduate Thomas Ayoub was offered a place with QANTAS link flying DASH 80s jets and was 
sponsored by Dreamsky, an indigenous support group who were supposed to fund the scholarship. 
Unfortunately DreamSky has folded and Thomas was going to miss out along with 3 other recipients.
QANTAS has however decided to sponsor Thomas’ training themselves assuring his future.

Successful

SPORT UNIFORM

Next Year the school will be transitioning to faction- 
coloured sports shirts. Anyone buying a new sport 
shirt at Uniform Concepts, will be given a shirt in their 
faction colour. Students can wear the old green sport 
shirt, until they  grow out of it. 

The Phys Ed Department are excited about this 
concept to promote faction competition within the 
school and students were involved in the design 
concept.

Uniform Concepts, 3/9 Yampi Way, Willetton
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Confident Innovative Successful

In week 2, the Year 11s had 
a rocking rivercriuse. It was a 

big success and great fun.
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