
In addition to their contribution to the school winning the 2019 Governor’s STEM 
School of the Year Award, both collectively and individually our graduating class of 
2019 achieved outstanding academic success. The following is a snapshot of the 
headline achievements as individuals and as a cohort: 

• Aden Lukan (99.5), Amir Aminy (99.1) and Jason Song (99.1) each received an 
ATAR over 99 placing them in the top 1% of the state (public or private) and 
earning entry into the state’s highly exclusive ‘99 Club’. 

• An additional 7 students achieved an ATAR of 95 – 98.9 and gained entry into the 
Melville SHS ‘95 Club’. 

• Mathilda Richards received a Subject Exhibition in Health Studies for achieving 
the highest mark across the state in an ATAR course. 

• Mathilda Richards also received a Subject Certificate of Excellence in Health 
Studies for achieving in the top 0.5% of students across the state in an ATAR 
course. 

• Six students received a state-wide Certificate of Distinction and 23 students 
received a Certificate of Merit for receiving 190 - 200 or 150 – 189 points 
respectively across 20 units of study completed at school over two years. 

• Two students have been offered places to study Medicine at UWA.
• The school TISC Eligible median ATAR was 80.95.  The public school median 

ATAR was 78.2 and our ‘like school’ median ATAR was 77.1.
• 100% of our students achieved their WACE.  The public school average WACE 

achievement was 88% while our ‘like school’ average was 94%.  
• 100% of our students also achieved their OLNA.
• Our Attainment Rate (i.e. achieving an ATAR of 55+ and/or a Cert II+) was 100%. 

The public school average attainment rate was 95% while our ‘like school’ average 
was 97%. 

• Our ATAR participation rate was 47%.  This was one of the higher ATAR participation 
rates in the public school system. 

• Our Certificate II, III and/or IV (VET) participation rate was 73%. 
• 100% of our participating student completed thier Certificate II, III and/or IV. 
• Based on students achieving in the top 15% of the state, Melville was identified 

as a ‘top performing school’ in: Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics Methods and 
Health Studies.

• ATAR courses where students scored above the ‘like school’ mean were: Chinese 
as a Second Language; Chemistry; Physics, Health Studies; Physical Education 
Studies; Mathematics Methods and Mathematics Specialist.

• ATAR courses where students scored above the state mean were: Chemistry; 
Physics; Health Studies; Physical Education Studies; Mathematics Applications; 
Mathematics Methods; Mathematics Specialist, and English as an Additional 
Language.  

ATAR Performance Summary: 
o 3% of our students achieved an ATAR of 99+ (i.e. in the top 1% of the state) 
o 14% of our students achieved an ATAR of 95+ (i.e. in the top 5% of the state) 
o 25% of our students achieved an ATAR of 90+ (i.e. in the top 10% of the state) 
o 47% of our students achieved an ATAR of 80+ (i.e. in the top 20% of the state) 
o 73% of our students achieved an ATAR of 70+ (i.e. in the top 30% of the state
o 94% of our students achieved an ATAR of 55+ (i.e. in the top 45% of the state)

Congratulations to the 

Class of 2019
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Class of 2019 - Inspirational Futures

STEM Success Inspires Our Future Scientists, Doctors, Engineers, IT Specialists and Mathematicians
Melville SHS recently received the Governor’s STEM School of the Year Award in a state wide selection 
process that saw us competing with Hale School and PLC in the final.  Winning the Governor’s STEM 
Award is reflected in the outstanding results in our Year 12 ATAR students as well as the post school career 
choices of our top students.

In the 2019 ATAR exams Melville SHS was identified as a “Top Performing School” in Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematical Methods and Health Studies.  Our students were also identified for doing especially well 
in Mathematics Specialist.  These are the hardest of the STEM subjects that directly lead to careers as 
scientists, doctors, engineers, IT specialist or mathematicians.   

More specifically, two of our school’s Gifted and Talented students have been offered places at UWA 
in Medicine as a result of their success in STEM subjects. Aden Lukan, with an ATAR of 99.5 and Nipun 
Ratnayake are among nine alumni who have gained entry into medicine from Melville SHS in the past five 
years.

Cameron Brown is another of our graduates embarking on a STEM career pathway.  Cameron loved 
mathematics at school and is now studying a double degree in Data Science and Mathematics and 
Statistics at UWA. Head Boy, Luke Kirby is studying physics at UWA.

Gifted and Talented students Abhinav Saini and Joshua Hounslow are also pursuing a STEM career 
pathway and are each studying Mechatronic Engineering at Curtin University.  Both Abhinav and Joshua 
made the best of their time at Melville and were heavily involved in the Music in Focus Program which 
culminated in them playing the trumpet in our widely acclaimed Swing Band.

Linh Nguyen is moving interstate having gained a place to study at the prestigious Melbourne University.  
Here Linh will study an undergraduate Bachelor of Science before specialising post graduate in a field 
of science that has perhaps not yet been discovered!  Jason Song (99.1) will join Linh at Melbourne 
University where he will study an undergraduate Bachelor of Commerce.

In Top Health
Congratulations to Mathilda Richards who scored a perfect 100% in her ATAR exam and, accordingly, was 
the top student in the state in Health Studies.  As the top student in Health Studies Mathilda was awarded 
a highly prestigious Subject Exhibition.  Mathilda has been offered a scholarship to UWA to study an 
undergraduate degree in Biological Science majoring in Population Health which she will commence 
after a gap year.  It is our good fortune that in this gap year Mathilda will tutor some of our students in 
Health Studies.  

Melville SHS has an outstanding Health and Physical Education program and for the fourth year in a row 
won a Subject Exhibition for achieving the best results in the state.  Congratulations to Kyle Coonan and 
Felicity O’Sullivan who between them have taught this subject for the past four years.  It is also worth 
noting that the other ATAR course taught by the PE team is Physical Education Studies which was also a 
top performing subject 2019.      
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